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Grand Knight’s Message 
 

Let me start by saying that it is both an honor 
and privilege to be elected to serve as your Grand 
Knight for the upcoming fraternal year; I’m 
humbled by your selection.  I intend to build on the 
work of the grand knights that came before me.  

I have ambitions for this council. I want to see 
us grow in membership, programs and making a 
difference in people’s lives. If we don’t do these 

things, why are we here? 
I realize, as should you, that the success of our council is directly 

proportional to the effort each member puts into the council’s programs. 
A grand knight and council can only meet their goals with the 
cooperation of the members. 

It is my intention to provide clear ideas and goals for the coming 
year, including but not limited to another Star Council award. I 
welcome your ideas as well.  For a successful collaborative effort I see 
four key behaviors that need to be adopted: 
 Be Positive:  The main reward for being here is the “friendship” 

and shared experiences we have as brothers.  People should leave 
meetings and events having had a good time, not wondering why 
they came at all. 

 Be Engaged:  Begins with listening and end with communication.  
Active listening establishes rapport and trust. 

 Respect Others:  Realize that everyone is busy.  Most people don’t 
“have” to be at our events they can contribute other ways and their 
contributions to the council are a valuable asset. 

 Be Fraternal: This is a brotherhood. Being petty, being negative 
and gossiping against a brother doesn’t belong here. 

 Focus on Results:  By focusing on what we are trying to achieve, it 
will be increasingly easy to focus achieve those goals. 
A draft plan for the coming fraternal year has been completed and 

is currently available for review.  If you would like a copy of the plan 
please contact me by email. I’ll send you a copy immediately.  The 
budget is still in the planning stages but will available to anyone who 
wants it. 

Socially, we are trying to organize some events for members and 
families.  The first, is both a ceremonial  followed by a social event  
will be the July 29th Installation of Officers.  This is the only 
ceremonial that non-Knights, can attend.  After the ceremony this year 
we will be going to lunch at Norma Jeans in Osprey.  Other events 
being considered include ethnic restaurant visits, dinner-dances, 
Darts/Scrabble Night Tournament, Insurance Social, miniature golf 
tournament, Christmas party, Clergy Appreciation Dinner, Super Bowl 
Night, baseball trips, a golf tournament and an Honors Banquet to name 
a few.  All of this, of course, is subject to interest and people stepping 
forward to help; something I know you are all capable of doing! 

 
Vivat Jesus!  

 
Bruce A. Crisman 
Grand Knight, Council 15821 

 

Officers  
 

Grand Knight 
Bruce A. Crisman 

 
Chaplain 

Fr William O’Malley, O. Carm. 
 

Deputy Grand Knight 
Ron Balaze 

 
Chancellor 

Lawrence Kocen 
 

Recorder 
Vacant 

 
Warden 

Peter Smentkowski 
 

Treasurer 
John A. Lauffer 

 
Financial Secretary 
Thomas McDermitt 

 
Advocate 

David Ceinski 
 

Lecturer 
Charles Palmeri 

 
Inside Guard 

Dewey H. Howard 
 

Outside Guard 
Dennis Korinek 

 
Trustee 1 year 

Vacant 
 

Trustee 2 years 
Stanley Anthony 

 
Trustee 3 years 

David W. Tschanz 
 

*** 
Business Meetings held the 1st 

Thursday of every month 
 

*** 
On the cover: Peter Smentkowski, 
Knight of the Year.  Photo by Steve 

Marrone 



Knightly News                                                                                                                                                                                                            July 2017 
 

-3- 

 
 

Spiritual Reflection 

 Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel – July 16th 
 
Since the 15th century, popular devotion to Our Lady of Mount Carmel has centered on the 

Scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel also known as the Brown Scapular, a sacramental 
associated with promises of Mary's special aid for the salvation of the devoted wearer. Tradition 
holds that Mary gave the Scapular to an early Carmelite named Saint Simon Stock. 

The Carmelites see in the Blessed Virgin Mary a perfect model of the interior life of prayer 
and contemplation to which Carmelites aspire, a model of virtue, as well as the person who was 
closest in life to Jesus Christ. She is seen as the one who points Christians most surely to Christ, 
saying to all what she says to the servants at the wedding at Cana, "Do whatever he [Jesus] tells 
you."  

 
Prayer to the Blessed Mother of Mount Carmel 

Oh most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of God, 
Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show me you are my Mother. Oh 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and earth, I humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity (make request). There are none that can withstand your power. Oh Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee. Sweet Mother I place this cause in your hands. Amen.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please add these persons to your daily prayer list 

 
+Konzelman, Br. Lee Balaze, Pat +Bauer, Marie +Jankowski, Dominic 
+Kathie Majerchin +DelVecchio, Br. Carlo +Ewing, Edward “Ted” Kella, Bill & Mary 
Ramuno, Br. Peter  +Cuthbert, Eddie +Anzelone, Tom +Hetlinger, Br John 
Jackson, Carol +Schafer, Br. John Kerr, Wanda LaRoche, Philip 
LeClaire Jim +Langhamer, Rodd Balaze, Patricia +Radzilowksi, J. M. 
+Lurix, Joanne +Crisman, Betty McDermitt, Rose +Tschanz, Alfred 
McNamee, Mike McWha, Bill & Millie Meyer, Jim  Murphy, Paul 
Nelson, Jim Nichols, Eddie Nieskes, Sandy O’Callaghan, Dennis 
+Skerencak, Josephine Petersen, Charles Pingeton, Pam Russo, Diane 
Ryan, Pat Riehle, Albert   Schmidt, Jodi Nelson, Jeff 
   All Refugees 

 

 

Pre-Meeting Rosary 
 

Brothers are invited to attend a corporate rosary beginning at 6:30 PM.  Prayer is a "we" thing. 
"Our Father, who art in heaven...give us this day our daily bread," etc.  Jesus prayed that we 
may be one, and one of the ways we can "practice" this and actually DO this is to pray 
together. This is an opportunity for you to avail yourselves of that experience. 
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Smentkowski Named Knight of the Year 
 

Peter “Pete” Smentkowski was awarded Council 15821’s Knight of the Year  by Grand Knight Dr. David 
W. Tschanz at the June 8th Business Meeting. 

He becomes the fifth recipient of the council-level award joining Father William O’Malley, Tom 
McDermitt, Ron Balaze and Bruce Crisman. 

A native of New Jersey, the 78 year-old Smentkowski did not become a Knight until January 14, 2016 
shortly after his arrival in Florida. He earned the Fourth Degree on April 29, 2017. 

Since then he has been a dynamic, active member of the council and a participant in nearly all of its 
activities, earning the respect and admiration of his fellow knights. 

He has served as inside guard, chairman of the Keep Christ in Christmas program and coordinated the 
distribution of Mother’s Day flowers. He was elected warden for the 2017-18 Fraternal Year.  

“In the 18 months he has been a knight he has demonstrated what a Knight is and should be. He is hard 
working, energetic and irrepressibly cheerful with a smile that speaks volumes and is infectious”, said Tschanz 
in announcing the award. 

“Whether he is covered in pancake batter, drag racing a shuttle cart for Special Olympics, or grinning his 
way into the hearts of tootsie roll donors and Mother Day’s flower recipients, he is EXACTLY what a Knight 
should be.  Someone who changes lives for the better and effortlessly becomes a role model.” 
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Volunteer Opportunities 
 

“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in elections once a year, but when you 
volunteer, you vote every day about the kind of community you want to live in”. ~Author Unknown 

 
 

Coffee & Doughnuts 
May 7, 2017 

All Masses - Clean up and set up 
Contact Brother Tom McDermitt 

 

 

Pancake Breakfast 
May 17, 2017 

All Masses – Various Duties 
Contact Grand Knight Bruce Crisman  

 

Special Olympics Stand Up Paddling 
Nathan Benderson Park in Sarasota, August 26, 2017 

Assist with awards and results, serving as timers and helping the overall event. 
Contact SK David Tschanz 

 
 

 
 

Meeting Schedule for 2017-18 Fraternal Year 
 

The table below shows the key meeting dates for the upcoming 2017-18 Fraternal Year.   

 
Officers Meeting General Meeting Corp. Communion 

July 11th July 13th July 30th 
August 1st August 3rd  

September 5th September 7th  
October 3rd October 5th October 29th 
October 31st November 2nd  
December 5th December 7th  
January 9th January 11th January 28th 
January 30th February 2nd  
March 6th March 8th March 18th * 
April 3rd April 5th April 29th 
May 1st May 3rd  
June 5th June 7th  

*Founders Day Mass 

 
 

Membership Renewal Due 
 

It’s Annual Dues time! 
Annual Dues for the Year July 1st 2017 - June 30th, 2018 were due on June 30th. 

 Associate and Insurance member dues are $30. 
 Honorary members dues are $10 and Honorary/Life Members are N/C.   

We have a business meeting on Thursday July 13th, both at Carmel Hall. If you 
are attending either meeting please bring a check for your Membership Dues made out 
to Knights of Columbus Council 15821. Alternatively you can mail your check to Tom 

Mc Dermitt; 11621 Garessio Lane; Sarasota, FL 34238 
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Knight of the Month & Family of the Month Honorees 

 
The Knight and Family of the Month are honors awarded for efforts above and beyond the average call of 

duty. We like to recognize our Brothers, their wives, and families for what they do for all of us in making our 
council and parish community healthy and strong. These awards are given once a month usually at our Business 
Meetings. Please don't hesitate to say thanks to these worthy recipients for all their efforts.   

If you see a Knight going the extra mile or someone whose efforts are worthy of note you are encouraged 
to nominate them.  No one person knows everything that is going on. 

 
 

Knight of the Month – May 2017 

Fred Lockenmeyer 
 

Fred Lockenmeyer is an unsung hero and an almost invisible Knight, but he is a 
mover and a shaker.  If he wants something to happen you can rest assured it will. 
Brother Fred has been recognized for his generosity in sponsoring and guaranteeing 
the trip to see the Yankees play the Red Sox in March and for his crucial role in the 
May Golf Tournament. His contributions to the council pack a dynamite punch and 
prove that all of us can contribute.. 

 
 

Family of the Month – May 2017 

Charles & Carol Palmieri  
 

Brother Charles and his wife Carol are no strangers to the members of this 
council. They are an amazing couple whose energy and interest keeps the pistons firing 
and helped drive the council to “Council of the Year” status.  Despite being in his 
TENTH decade, Brother Charles approach everything with a will and determination 
that puts the rets of us to shame. Carol, with whom he recently celebrated their 24th 
wedding anniversary is both the love of his life and one of the key women behind the 
scenes of the Council.  They are the perfect example of what a Family of the Month 

should be – and not surprisingly they were Family of the Year for 2015-16 as well as this recent honor. 

 
 

Small Appliances Drive Re-Scheduled for July 13th 
 

The council is conducting a collection for drive or small appliances for sale in the My Choice Pregnancy 
Center thrift shop.  Ideally they can be new, or gently used items that are clean and in working order.  Extra 
bonus points if you have the instruction manual.  

The items will be made available to new mothers to help them in 
producing home cooked meals for themselves and their families.  Crockpots 
are particularly desirable according to Amber Monserez of the center since 
they can be used to make a variety of meals. 

Because of limitations on the storage space at My Choice Pregnancy we 
will only be accepting forty (40) items this month. We will conduct additional 
drives as there is need assuming there is continued interest. 

Collection will take place in the Carmel Hall parking prior to the July 13th business meeting.  
For additional information, contact David W. Tschanz at grandknight15821@gmail.com or 941-488-4794. 
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Meet Your Officers 

 
Officers for the 2017-18 Fraternal Year were elected at the June 8, 2017 meeting.  Here’s a brief look at the 
Knights who will help guide the Council through the coming year. 
 

 
Grand Knight 

A charter member of both the parish and the council SK Bruce Crisman has been one of 
the mainstays of the community and the Council.  Whether it be flipping burgers at a 
parish picnic, heading up the ushers or simply breaking down tables after an event, 
Bruce is there. After leaving his native Nebraska, Bruce moved to the Venice area and 
opened several successful businesses. He was named Knight of the Year for 2015-16. He 
has served as trustee and deputy grand knight. 

Chaplain 

 
Father Bill O’Malley became the Council’s first chaplain at our first meeting and has 
been an inspirational and spiritual resource ever since.  Coming to Florida after serving 
as associate pastor of Saint Anastasia’s church in Teaneck, NJ, he currently serves as an 
assisting priest at Our Lady of Mount Carmel.  He was named the Council’s first Knight 
of the Year in 2014. He became a 4th Degree Knight in 2017. 

 
Dep. Grand Knight 

SK Ron Balaze was born and raised in Michigan.  He and Pat have been married for 57 
years; producing two sons, a daughter, seven grandchildren and three great 
grandchildren.  He worked for the State of Michigan rising to manager of the states 
metrology (weights and measures) laboratory.  A 4th degree knight, he is a charter 
member of both the Council and OLMC, serving as eucharistic minister and lector.  He 
was named Knight of the Year for 2015-16. 

 
Chancellor 

Born and raised in Chicago one block from the Magnificent Mile, SK Larry Kocen, 
PGK attended Holy Name Catholic School and Mundelein High. After a five year stint 
in the navy he went to work in the family business, attended college and entered the 
private sector. After 40 years in manufacturing in Chicago and Palisades Park, NJ, he 
retired and settled in Venice, Fl. He joined the Knights in 2005. He was the first grand 
knight of this council. 

 
Financial Secretary 

Tom McDermitt was born and raised in Central Pennsylvania, lived in New Jersey, 
Louisiana, Michigan and has been in various areas of Florida for past 47 years. He 
worked for 25 years in electronics sales and sales management before founding a 
recruiting firm where he worked until retirement in 2009. He and his wife Rose have 
been married for 43 years and have 2 children and 5 grandchildren. He has been a 
member of OLMC since 2013. He was named Knight of the Year for 2014-15. 

 
Recorder 

Vacant 

 
Warden 

SK Pete Smentkowski arrived in 2015 from New Jersey. After joining the council in 
2016 he “hit the ground running” earning the first three degrees in a matter of months 
and being selected by his fellow knights as inside guard.  Whenever a volunteer is need 
Pete can be found and he famed for his shuttle driving, flower counting and pancake 
breakfast skills – to name only a few. He was named Knight of the Year for 2016-17. 
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Treasurer 

John Lauffer is originally from Ohio but lived the past 40 years in Indiana, most recently 
in Bloomington.  He has 40 years experience as an accountant and started his own 
business seven years ago.  John and his wife Tricia moved permanently to Nokomis 
about three years ago.  He was the first and so far only person to have served as council 
treasurer. 

 
Advocate 

SK Dave Ceinski, PGK was born and raised in New Jersey. Upon completion of college 
he joined the US Marine Corps and moved to Clearwater, FL.  He lived in Seminole 
County until his career took him to South America, upstate New York and Arizona.  He 
was deployed to Afghanistan for a year and finally settled back in Osprey, FL. He is a 
charter member of the council. He is a fourth degree Knight.  “I am blessed with three 
lovely daughters, and two grandsons.” 

 
Three Year Trustee 

SK David Tschanz, PGK was born in Connecticut. After working as an epidemiologist 
in SC and AZ, he moved to Saudi Arabia and stayed for 23 years working as an 
epidemiologist and communications/public relations officer for Saudi Aramco. He 
arrived in Venice in December 2012. In addition to being Grand Knight from 2015-17, 
he is also editor of the Knightly News and faithful pilot of Assembly 1818. His son Karl 
is grand knight of Council 4011 in Lutherville, Maryland. 

 
Two Year Trustee 

Stanley Anthony’s love of fishing started as a young boy growing up near the Ohio 
River. After graduating from college he worked at Weirton Steel starting as a chemist.  
He has also worked in water treatment and Environmental Control.  He married his high 
school sweetheart, Nancy 48 years ago. They have two married children and five 
granddaughters.  They lived near Pittsburgh, PA moving to Venice in 2011.  He 
especially enjoys flipping pancakes at the monthly breakfasts.   

 
One Year Trustee 

Vacant 

 
Inside Guard 

Dewey Howard arrived from Huntington, New York in 2017 with his wife Tracy. After 
a stint in the Marines the Hosftra graduate had a long career as a CFO guiding several 
healthcare institutions to success and financial health. An avid mountain climber he and 
his daughter summited Mt Kiliminjaro in 2015, Africa’s highest peak. Dewey became a 
knight in 2017 and is on his way to a successful career in our council. 

 
Outside Guard 

Cornhusker Dennis Korinek played football and baseball for the University of Nebraska 
before embarking on a teaching career. During the 1954 game against the Sooners he 
suffered a broken jaw. He and his wife Joyce, also a teacher, retired to Florida in 1989. 
They are charter members of OLMC and serve a variety of capacities. Denny recently 
became a knight and is in his first year as officer. He is already becoming a regular at 
meetings and council events.  

 
Lecturer 

SK Charles Palmeri was born in Buffalo NY where he was a 3rd Degree member of the Buffalo 
Knights of Columbus.  After attending Little Seminary, he became an infantry rifleman with the 
42nd “Rainbow” Division, earning Silver and Bronze Stars for meritorious front line duty in 
France and Germany.  A graduate of Canisius College, he worked in the car rentals business, 
managed a large millwork company, was a major land developer in NY State. He is now a 
commercial real estate broker in Sarasota FL. He lectors at OLMC and speaks to local high 
schools about WWII. 
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Membership and Service Program Directors Appointed 
Charles Palmeri Re-appointed Lecturer 

 
Grand Knight SK Bruce Crisman announced the selectees for Service Program Directors for the 2017-2018 

Fraternal Year. 
The Service Program is designed to establish each council as an influential and important force within the 

community, elevate the status of the programming personnel, provide more meaningful and relevant programs 
of action; establish direct areas of responsibility, build leadership, and ensure the success of council programs. 

The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic, family, fraternal, service organization. This theme permeates the 
entire Service Program: all Church, community, council, family, culture of life, and youth activities. 

Deputy Grand Knight SK Ron Balaze will serve as membership director and chair the Retention and 
Recruitment Committees.  The Admissions Committee will be chaired by SK Dennis O’Leary.  Insurance 
Promotion chairman will be SK Lawrence Kocen. 

SK David Tschanz has been named program director for the council. Church activities director is Mike 
Radzilowski; community activities director is Robert Kelley and family activities director will be GK Bruce 
Crisman. Crisman named Steve Marrone as culture of life activities director. The position of  youth director is 
currently vacant. Tschanz will also serve as council activities director.   

Chairman of individual service program committees will be finalized by mid-July said Crisman. 
Crisman also announced the re-appointment of SK Charles Palmeri as lecturer, an officer position he has 

held since July 2015. 

 
 

Installation of Officers Set for July 29th 
 

Council Officers elected and appointed for the 2017-2018 will be officially 
installed on July 29th at 11 AM  at Carmel Hall. The installation of officers, 
who, during the year to come, will guide the destiny of their council of the 
Knights of Columbus, is always a most solemn occasion and will be presided 
over by District Deputy John Wojtyna. 

Newly installed officers and their families, as well as other members and 
their families, have the option to join us in a group luncheon immediately 
following at Norma Jean’s.  Please advise SK Robert Kelley if you plan to 
attend so reservations can be made. 

This is the only ceremonial members non-Knights can attend, so please be 
sure to join us. 

 
 

 

Back Issues of Knightly News Available On-Line 
 

New members (and old) may not be aware that all back issues of the award-
wining Knightly News are available in PDF format from both the Florida State Council 
website (http://floridakofc.org login required) by navigating to the bottom of the page 
and clicking the Council Newsletters link. 

Copies can also be found at Our Lady of Mount Carmel website (http://olmc-
osprey.org) selecting the Parish Life tab and selecting Knightly News from the drop 
down menu. Alternative this link http://olmc-osprey.org/index.php/parish-life/knightly-
news will take you there directly. 
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CCoorrppoorraattee  CCoommmmuunniioonn  

JJuullyy  3300,,  22001177  
99  AAMM  MMaassss  

  

BBrreeaakkffaasstt  ffoolllloowwiinngg..  
CCoonnttaacctt  GGrraanndd  KKnniigghhtt  ffoorr  ddeettaaiillss  

 
 

The optional post-mass breakfast/brunch venue will be held at the Venetian Golf and River Club at the east 
end of Laurel Road. The breakfast is a full buffet with an omelet station and a large selection of other items 
including sausage & biscuits, blintzes, Danish, etc. Cost is 8.95++ per person. Mimosas and Bloody Marys are 
available for $2.00 each.   

Places for breakfast are limited to 30 seats –only 11 remain - so please “book early.” If you sign up to 
attend and do not cancel 72 hours in advance, you will be charged. Please advise SK  David Tschanz if you wish 
to attend. He can be reached at dwt1121@gmail.com or 941-488-4794 

 
 

 

First Year Knight?  
Earn the Shining Armor Award 

 
Awarded for service to the Order with distinction during the first year of membership, the “Shining Armor 

Award” is given to those men who exemplify what a true Knight of Columbus is. 
. 
To qualify for the “Shining Armor Award” new Knights must do the following during their first year 

of membership: 

 Be involved in at least three council service programs 
 Attend at least three council business meetings 
 Receive their Second and Third degrees 
 Meet with their council’s insurance representative 
 Recruit at least one new member 

Currently recipients receive Certificates of Recognition along with 
special "Shining Armor" Lapel Pins in recognition of their achievement. 

 
 

 

“Behind the Scenes” Trip to Venice Theatre 
 
Ever wondered what goes into the making of a theater production? Want to see what 

lighting, makeup, acting and so forth are like? 
Then join your Council Brothers, families and friends  on August 15th on a private tour at 

Venice Theater.  The tour is free and lasts about 90 minutes. For more details see the flyer on 
the following page.   

You can sign up at the July 13th or August 3rd meeting. For more information contact 
David Tschanz.  

 






